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THE 
INFORMATIONS 


ROBERT FENISO N, Ek 


Concerning the 

Horrid PopiſhPlot,&c. 
Bis Informant faith, That about the beginning of the Year 
78, he hath heard Mr. Jreland and Mr. Tho. 7eniſon, 
both Jeſuirs, diſcourle of a Defign by the Roman Catho- 
licks, to obtain a Liberty, or a Toleration for'the opea Profeflion 
of their Religion here in England; and the way. he then heard 
them ſpeak of; was, by colle&ing a round Sum of Money among 
their Party, and by bribing the greateſt part of the then Parlia. 
menr. This Informant hath likewiſe heard the two fore-named 
Perſons talk of {ecuring the Duke of Tork's Succeſſion, which they 
told this Informant, was to be done by granting out Commiſſions 
to thoſe of that Religion, to the end they might be ready to riſe 
upon the Death of the King. He hath allo heard theſe, with 
other Jeſuits, viz, Blunden and Fenwick, diicourſe in general terms, 
of the necellity and uſefulneſs to their Party, of altering the Go- 
vernment eſtabliſh'd, and that the Roman Catholick Religion could 
never be ſettled in England till that were done, and that the pre- 

ſent Government wete brought to the French Model. 

In the Month of Fune, in the ſame year, this Informant be- 
ing at Mr. Ireland's Chamber in Ruſſel-ſtreet Covent Garden, and 
there happening ſome Diſcourſe, that the Roman Catholick 
Religion would ſuddenly come jn, and be owned in England, 
Mr. Ireland did then fay, That there was qnely one. in -the, 
way that” hindered that Religion from flouriſhing in England 

B again ; 


(2) 

again, and that it was.an cafie matter to poyſon- the King, and 
that Sir George Wakeman might opportunely ard eafily do it; 
and this Intorman: then demanding, it Sir George Wakeman was 
the King's Phyſician ? Mr, frefand did to thac Queſtion reply, 
No : bur that he was the Queen's, and thenc2 might have an op- 
parcuniy to do If, | 

"In Auguſt following, t2e ſame day this Informant cami= from 
Winiſor, (which h- hath grea: reaſon fo remember by very good 
Circumſtances ) this Intormant went to Mr. Jre/and's Chamber, 
Where þ& found him pulling off his Boots upon the frame of a 
Table, who rold this Informant, 'he was new y come by Pcſt 
from Wolverhampton in Stafordſhire , and thi this latormant's 
Relations there were well, and would have bcen glad to have ſeen 
this Intourmanc there, who, after a return'of thanks, and ſome 
Congratulation 'upon his Arrival, told Mr. Irelan{ he was newly 
come from Windſor ; the faid Ireland thereupon enquiring what 
News from thence, and of ths Diverſion of the Court ; the Ins 
formant made Anſwer, he underſtood that His Majeſty took 
much dehtight in Hawking, and Fiſhing, but chiefly in the later, 
which h2 uſed to follow carly in the morning, accompanied with 
4 mall Retinue of two or three. Mr. Ireland preſently reply'd, 
He were eaſily taken off, or removed ; to which this Informant re- 
turned, and made Anſwer, God forbid,: After ſome” pauſe, Na, 
fayes he, 1 do not fay 'tis lawful. Here happened this Interrup- 
tion ; This Infermant then asked Mr. Ireland, ſeeing he was new- 
ly come out of Staffordſhire, what his' Aunt faid concerning a Let- 
ter-ſent to her about two Months before, relating to the ſame Sum, 
or thereabouts, which this Inf.rmant had hed in_ the mean time 
of him ; Mr. ſreland did then make anſwer, as tram her, that ſhe 
did not think fic to anſwer it 5 and further, That the old Gentle- 
woman was hard enough, and would bold her own. Afcer this, he 
drew down a Dilcourle concerning Religion, which was ſhortly to 
be brought in, and pretſed chis Informant, by divers Arguments, 
ro be inſtrumental in it, urging how Meritorious it would be, and 
how mach to the Glory of God, and thereupon offered to cauſe 
the 207. borrowed of him by this Informant, to beremitted, and 
forgiven him, if he would be aflifting to che taking off the King, 
an& 'wobld be one oftho'e chat would go to Windſor abort it.Bur this 
Infopitant' did anfcr, that he would not for twenty times twen- 
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ty Lond have any hand inthe Daath of rey 'King ; . cata 061 
the {aid Jrelandrepli.d, Will yu do notbing to bring.in the Carbs. 
lick Religi.n ? To\ whic1 this Iuformanz 1d fay, thar' ht Uid not 
b:lizve ic would ever come in Ly Bloud, Upoa whicH'thi faid 
lreland replyd, Waat ? Wouid you noc have Reljgtonto flow 
mi 11 Erglan! again 2 Whereto ihs laformait anfoſtteds if 1c 
were Kone. i tie King were-caken- of, ly and w wa bur. this 
Informant ſaid he would have no band in 17. OI 

Bu: the faid William Ireland not being fat! sFel with cf Infor: 
mant's Anſwers, purſued thus, do you know afy triſfh men of our 
Religion, that are ftour and couragious ? this Informant 'reply- 
&, the Iriſh Gen:I-men were commonly to; and did name Cap- 


- tain Levalin, Mr. Thomas Brahal, Mr. K: iTney, three #1 "men, 


and Mr. 7a'nes Wilſon, being all Gentlemen t ar lived: inor about 
Greys-Inn, of whoſe name ('two of them at” the leaft) the faid 
Treland took parcicular Notice in writing, to the beſt of this TIn- 
formant's Remembrance. And this Inform ant did then ©tell the 
ſaid ſreland, that hz b=lieved no men of Eftares wonld be con- 
cerned 1a that Afﬀair, and thar he him{elf was Feir ro an Eire, 
( his Brother being a Prielt) and he underſtood, that” Captain 
Levalin was Heir co a very good Eltate, and cher6fore”this' Fn 
forrmnc did þ:lieve he would have no: hitig” todo tn any tach 
matter, unleſs the pique which he had to the King, mt rhqys 
him to ic; and iis Infognanc faith, chac "fer _ hehag®' pon 

the Imporcunir of William Ireland, namdd vipto him, *Exprain 
Levalin, Mr. Zong, 1 Mr. Braball, and Mr. Z1wes 7 Pn, 6 "Þ& 
ſtout and couragious Gentlemen, the hid Wil.lam Ire/a}d dif 
ask and r-quire- this Informant, to 0 down with 'the fad Get 


tkemen ro Winſor, 10 be asif*ant in the caking ot che 'K King; 


which chis Informant refuſed, ſaying, . he' would not have" Pp: 


hand in the death of the King ; laying, no hen! of Eſtates rs 


engage therein, as 21s Informant. cHeved : and the faid 

Ireland did approve of the faid four Pet{:11, named as; a5teſ\ 

by this Informant, as fit tor' the deſign, and” declared Rn) has 

knew Mr. Levalin, and Mr. Harney, befoe this Info, 

named them, by the which, this Informant did ap a pprebend;. Cy] 

he might have communicated with them” of the GA Defipn 

Windſor, betore the Nomination aforefaid.z ad he far Ks f ith 
w_ 


at the' ſame time when he came from Windfor, Me. 


(4) 

land did ask this Informant tor the twenty pound lent unto this 
Informant upon Bond, although the fam: was not then due : 
and farther faid, he wanted fouricore Pounds; having then oc- 
caſion for that Sum , and this Informant did jay, he would 

return what he owed him, affoon as he ſhould get in.o the North. 
And this Informant further faith, that nigh two Mentks after 
the muſtering the Forces upon Hrunſlow Heath, .the atorenamd 7ho- 
mas Feniſon told this Informanc,he had a m:trer of great Conſequence 
to impart unto him, adding, that there. was .a Defign on foot, fo 
laid, as it could not well be diſcovered, wherein the greateſt Ca- 
tholicks in England were embarqued; that the Queen and the Duke 
were in the deſign, and ſeveral Lords by name, the Lcrd Bellaſis, 
the Lord: Powis, the Lord Arundel of Warder ; and the (aid 7ho. e- 
Jon did fay, that they had often atrempted the Lord Treaſurer, 


and at the laſt had made him theirs ; further ſaying, that ir would 


be of great Advantage to this Informant, to imbargue with them, 
and that he could not be in greater danger than they, and that 
he would acquaint this Informant with more Particulars, after he 
had received the Sacrament of Secreſie, which he engaged this In- 
formant to do upon the next Holiday, at Sir Philip Tyrrwhit's houſe 
in Bloomsbury ; but this Informant did not receive the Sacrament 
upon any account whatſoever, about the Plot ; and this Informant 
then wiſhing he had had a Commiſsion in the new Levies, the' faid 
Thomas Feniſon replyed, that he would get him a Commiſsion from 
the Duke of 7ork,, whereunto, this Intormant returring Anſwer, 
how could that be, ſeeing all the Commiſsions are now granted 
out, and full ; the faid 7b. Zeniſon did then in plain words tell this 
Informant, that there was a new Army to be rais'd for to bring in 
Religion, but would acquaint this Informant with Particulars here- 
after, and therefore deſired to know of this Informant, how he might 
ſend him a Commiſgion with Safety, he knowing this Informant in- 
tended ſuddenly to go into the Biſhoprick of Durham, and, as this 


Informant remembers, this Commiſsjion was not to be ſent, until the 


taking of the King was effeQed, whereat this Informant was ſome- 
what ſurpriz'd ; but 7homas Zeniſon did fay, he would tell. him 
things more at large, after his Receiving the Sacrament of Se- 
crefic ; and this Informant further faith, that upon the day that this 
Informant received the twenty pound lent unto him, he went 
with the aid Zhomas Feniſon, to Mr. William Harcourt's Chamber 


in 
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in Duke ſtreet, to return thanks for the obligation, in conſents 
ing to lend the Money, Mr. Tho. Jeni/on falling upon that 
common Topick, that Religion wou'd ſuddenly come in, he 
did expreſs himſelf as Dr. Oates bas ic in his Narrative, viz. If 
C. R. would not be R. C, he ſhould notlong be C. R : which 
he interpreted, S; Carolus Rex on effet Rex Catholicus 3 non 
foret diu Carolus Rex : Which was not the firſt time this In- 
formant heard that quibbling Expreſſion from the laid Tho. 
Feniſon : who further rhen added upon Diſcourſe, That the 
King being Excommunicated and Depoſed, he was no longer King ; 
and it were no ſin, or no grcat fit at leaſt, to take him off ; and if it 
ſhould be diſcovered who did it, perhaps two or three might dye for it ; 
but denying the Fa&, (this Informant ſuppoles his meaning to 
have been denying themſelves to be Papiſts tha cortmitred to 
Barbarous and Villainous a Fact) the matter wou'd ſoon blow 
over (becauſe the Duke was to lucceed). 

And this Infermant further ſaith, being with che ſaid Tho 
—_ and another Gentleman abour the latter end of April; 
or beginning of May, 78, (whoſe Name he remembreth not) 
in the atorelaid Ireland's Chamber, there came one in, who 
after ſome private diſcourle with Mr. Treland, departed ; and 


afcer he was gone, the ſaid Tho. Jeniſon told this Informant, 
*T was one Mr, Oates, who had been a Parſon, bnt was'come 


over to them, and that he was a Brisk Jolly Man well worth 
this Informant's acquaintance, And this Informant very well 
remembers, there happening ſometime after a diſcourſe abour 
the ſaid Parſon that was lately come over , the faid 
Tho. Jeniſon did ſay, that That Parſon was ingaged in the Deſign. 
Whereto this Informant objeRed, That a Reconciled Enemy ought 
no more to be Truſted, than an Open Foe, But the faid Tho. Jenifon 
anſwered, They were ſure enough of him, and that being once Recon- 
ciled, they were the more Zealous, and Truity, To which Opinion 
this Informant ſubmitted, inſtancmg Dr. Godwin, and Dr. Ba- 
ley, as being Zealous Catholicks, altho' they were Proteſtant 
Converts. 

And this Informant further ſaich, That be was in Shinfeild 
Pariſh near Reading in Berks,about the time of Coleman's Tryal; 
where he met with Mr. Cuffell a Romiſh Prieſt and Jefvice, 
who then much blamed the ſaid Coleman, ſaying he was In- 
fatuated, ro ſuffer his own Papers to be taken upon the Niſco- 


C very 
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very of the Plott z when as he had given Notice to Mr. FHr- 
court, Mr. Ireland, and the reft.of the Jeſuirs,to burn or fecure 
theirs. And he very well remembers, That amongſt other 
diſcourſe, this Informant ſpake againſt the Opinion that Bel- 
larmine, Mariana, and Suarez maintained touching the Power 
of the Pope ro Depole Kings. Upon which the ſaid Cufel? 
mentioned a Sentence which he faid Bellarmine did draw out 
of the Scripture for that Opinion, which was, Quod Papa ha- 
| beat eandem poteſtatem ſuper Reges quam Jehojida habuit ſuper Atha- 
liame. 

And this Informant further ſaith, That Madam Fall his 
Siſter being preſent ar the ſaid Cuffel's other diſcourſe con- 
cerning Coleman's Infatuarion, in ſending Notice as before,e>c. 
upon this Iiformant's reflecting in the ablence of Cuffell, viz. 
Thar by his ſide-words he ſeemed manifeſtly ro own a Por, 
his Siſter did then ſay, She very much feared that they had 
fome Bloudy Deſign, for that ſhe had heard the ſaid Cuffell 


ſome litrle time before the breaking our of the Plott, upon a 


diſcourſe thar Religion would ſhortly come into England, ſay 
theſe words ; viz, There muit be ſome Bloud ſhed before Religion 
cou'd be introduc'd:; But ſhe told him the did not believe it 
ought to come in that way. : 

This IMmformant further faith, Thar uſually viſiting Madam 
Harewell his Aunt, and her Daughter at their Lodgings in 
Kings Street Corvent-Garden at the leaft three or four times a 
Week, which as this Informant certainly remembers, was 
before theTryal of the Five Jeſuits Executed for the Execrable 
Popiſh Plott, he had the opportunity of ſeeing, reading, and 


tranſcribing ſeveral Papers and Letters from his Brother Mr. 


Tho. Jeniſon,all tending to invalidate Mr. Oates his Teſtimony, 
the particular ways he uſed, doth not perfetly occur to his 
Memory ; but this Informant remembers he cold Madam 
Harewell and her Daughter, "That he thought choſe Argu-. 
ments wou'd do his ſaid Brother but little good for his De» 
fence, unleſs he had better behind. Bur there were cwo Paſ- 
fages in the ſaid Papers, or Letters, fome whereof wete ſu- 
{cribed to one Dr---- or Sit---- wherein: the ſaid Tho. Jeniſor 
thus expreſſed himſelf, Why are our Friends diſguſted, T will nor 
BET Re fiir 
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ir one hairs breadth, By which Expreſſion this Informant 
did believe that ſome of the Plotters were afraid, and Jea- 


-" Jous Jeſt the ſaid Tho. Jeniſon ſhou'd detect their Plort, . and 


therefore by theſe words he afſured them, That he wou'd 
not recede one hairs breadrh from his Reſolution of Secyelie. 
And this Informant ſaith; That he then corimunicating . his 
ſaid reflection, and obſervation to the {aid Ladies, they.were 
at a ſtand, not knowing. how to excuſe his meaning. The 
ſecond paſſage was about what the ſaid Tho. Jeniſon {uppoled 
himſelt ro have ſpoketo the Lady Tyrrwhit, upon his being 
apprehended at her Lodgings in Bloomsbury, whereof he ſeem'd 
very folicitous to be alcertain'd in the atorenamed Papers, 
and that by ſome cunning third hand ; For T believe, {oth bez 
1 ſaid T dd not know Mr. Oates, By which this Infoxmagnc 
perceived his meaning to be, That it hezhad then, viz. upopt 
his apprehenſion denyed his knowledg af Mr. Oates tothe 
Lady Thrrwhit, (who, by the way, was his Proſelyte) he was 
reſolved to perſiſt in the ſaid denyal to the laſt: Tho on the 
other hand this Informant doth certainly know the ſaid Tho. 
Jeniſon was well acquainted with the ſaid Mr. Oates, as ap- 
peareth by T'wo Remarkable Inſtances in the former Depo- 


{itions of this Informant. 


This Informant likewiſe ſaith, That Mrs. Ame teland com- 
ming to this Informant's Chamber to chide him, for that ſhe 
heard he was about to diſcover ſome matters touching the 
Plott, ſhe to diſſwade him haſtily ſaid ; On my Conſcience I think 
you'l bring your ſelf into the Plott,and by your diſcovery will own that 


there was a Platt, and that ypu wax engaged in it, and ſo diſgrace 
your ſelf. Though the ably knee this Informant was no 


further concerned than in what was imparted in that diſ- 
courſe he had with her Brother (ſhe being there preſent) af< 
ter this Informant's arrival from Windſor, ' And Mrs. Anne Ire- 


land furcher ſaid then, That this Informant was worſe than Dr. 
Oates ; for, that Dr. Oates did follow the Plott and make an early 


| Diſcovery, but, this Informant came in too late. 


To which this Informant replyed, "That what he had to 
ſay, he remembred from the very hiſt Diſcovery, and before, 
or at the leaſt within 3. or 4- months of the breaking out of 


the 


[8] 

the Diſcovery of the Plotr, and chat he would not offer to 
depole any thing upon Oath, but what he could cenainly 
_ his Memory with ; and ſo bid her not crouble her - 
ſelf. | | | 

 Fhis Informant alſo very well remembrerh, That about 
the latter end of September, or the beginning of Ofteber, (78.) 
when he was at his Fathers Houſe in the Biſhoprick of Dur- 
ham, Mr. Ralph Jeniſon a Jeſuite, came to fee this Informaar, 
who before they-patred asked the ſaid Mr. Ralph Jeniſen how 
he might conveniently ſend 20 1. ro Mr. Ireland, which this 
Informant ſaid he did owe to him. Mr. Ralph Jeniſon reply- 
ed, (which Dire&tions this Informant did then take in a little 
' Journal) ou may ſend a Letter with your Bill to Mr. Ireland, and 
enclofe them in another Letter to My. Oates at bis Lodging at Mr. 
Grigſons i Drury-Lane,- and your Letter, ' or Monezs will come 
ſafe that way to Mr. Ireland, 


Robert Jeniſon. 


